
PAT TESTING

What Is potable appliance tesng (Pat)?

PAT tesng is short for Portable Appliance Tesng and is the recognised way for companies and businesses to 
ensure that their electrical equipment is safe for use by their staff and members of the public who enter their 
premises.

Why should I get my electrical equipment Pat Tested?

Offices, Shops and Hotels – Class 1 equipment including staonary and IT equipment should be tested every 48 
months. Moveable equipment such as extension leads and portable equipment should be tested every 24 
months. Handheld equipment should be tested every 12 months.

Why should I get my electrical equipment Pat Tested?

There is currently no strict legal requirement for PAT tesng. The Government however has put regulaons into 
place that pertain to the maintenance of electrical appliances and the most effecve way to ensure that these 
regulaons are met is through PAT tesng.

The UK Health and Safety Execuve along with insurance companies will expect you to perform PAT tesng to 
ensure that you are compliant with certain regulaons including:
  • Health and Safety at Work Act of 1974
  • The Electricity at Work Regulaons of 1989
    • The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulaons of 1998
  • The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulaons of 1999
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